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Topic: The World of Iris -- It's Bigger Than You Think

Subtitle: A brief look at the many kinds of irises, most of which will
grow well around here. They range in size from a few inches to over six
feet in height, and fit in a wide variety of garden situations.
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Brief bio by Speaker, Gerry Snyder:

| grew up with irises, and start growing them myself in the late 1970's
shortly after buying my first house. But | didn't get the iris virus until saw my first iris
show in 1989. | joined the San Fernando Valley Iris Society on the spot, and the AIS

as soon as | found out it existed. Within a couple years | was editing the monthly
newsletter, and then was demoted to president.

| was Regional Vice President of Region 15 (Arizona and Southern

California) for two years. At the national level, | have been Affiliates
Chair, served two three-year terms on the Board of Directors, and am
currently Symposium Chair, in charge of the annual vote for the 100

favorite Tall Bearded Irises.

Our garden in Southern California had about 120 different iris cultivars, almost all Tall

Bearded. We plan to start an iris garden in Sedona this year, but with fewer cultivars
selected from a wider range of species.
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Drawing by Rita Gormley

Do [ dig the builbs up every year? What time of year?

The rhizomes usually only need to be  |t's best to divide in Aug or Sept for this
dug and separated about every 3 area, but it can be done just after bloom.
years. Once a rhizome has bloomed What can I trim when the biooming
that rhizome never blooms again, but stops? As to cutting the fans, it is

it will have shoots off the side that advisable not to. But the stalk should be
grow. That's why it appears to be cut back to the top of the rhizome after it
blooming every spring, but really it's  has finished blooming. Of course any
the new growth that blooms. dead matter etc. should be removed at

any time, if present.

Is there a publication you would recommend for the amateur who just
wants the iris to bloom nicely?
We have several books in our libraries. | found these at the Yavapai College:
Irises, A Gardener's Encyclopedia, by Claire Austin and,
*The Gardener's Guide to Growing Irises by Geoff Stebbings.

Plus many web sites. Just “Google” Tall Bearded Iris.

Drawing by Rita Gormley

How and when to water ?

Watering when temperatures are over 90 degrees
promotes root rot. | water in the summer at night
when it is cooler and | use soaker hoses where

possible rather than spray.

How deep do I plant a rhizome & how far apart?
The very top of rhizome should not be covered, only
the roots in the ground, about 2 feet apart.

Are there limits of planting different cultivars near one
another to prevent cross breeding? If you snap off spent
bloom, like | do, then they can not cross pollinate because
they will not make seed. Conditions for seeds to germinate
are very complicated. We rarely have the ideal

conditions here, even if they do make seed.
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Hope this has helped answer some of the questions you ma
have. Please feel free to send any questions to editor. If |

don’t know the answer, I'll try to find one.
By Linda Smith: irisgrower@cableone.net
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