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VERDE VALLEY NOW HAS IRIS SOCIETY i
by Merlyn Brown & A

We know that living in our area is good for our bodies. But the Verde Valley's climate is also conducive to
growing almost any plant. One of the plants that thrive in our warm atmosphere is the iris. The newly-
formed Verde Valley Area Iris Society's main aim is to promote learning about, and growing this
remarkable flower. Nobody could really call an iris rhizome (the tuberous root) attractive, and yet with
minimal care, this "ugly duckling” turns into a beautiful "swan" - sometimes in as little as one year, as can
be seen from the picture. Did you know an acre will almost grow 17,000 clumps of different iris and that
there are over 70,000 different iris? Did you know there are Reblooming irises?

Come to the meeting, join the VAIS, grow and learn with us. Find out
how many different named irises are already successfully grown in
our valley and how many more can we grow.

C/HISTORICM. IRIS SPEAKER - CaANDIS (CANDY) PETERS

The topic for January’'s meeting will be "Historical Irises" and will be presented by
Candis Peters.

She fell into growing iris when her mother dug up some of her own irises and passed them on to
her. Who knew that it would not only turn into a passion, but also become her obsession?

Candis has given away many historical irises to local people and they are having great success
growing them. She will also give good advice on how to build soil and make use of the desert in
order to grow this drought-tolerant plant, that not only brings great beauty to the garden, makes a
gorgeous cut flower, but is also good for controlling erosion. A bonus is that iris just love our
alkaline =oil conditions . Candis is a wealth of information concerning growing iris, and we urge all

IRIS LOVERS TO ATTEND.
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We are off to a great start with 13 paid members, and people so interested they

decided to have an extra meeting in 2007 to get things underway.

I've had great help - getting the roster done, getting speakers lined up, and even
having a newsletter created and distributed! This newsletter - our first - will deal with
more organizational matters than | would have liked, but "we gotta do it", so please

hang in there!

The By-laws are the main thing at this point. They need to be established in order for
lots of other things to happen. This letter will include suggestions, mostly along the
lines of what AlS suggests will meet requirements for the IRS and our club needs.

Any good organization is only as great at the people involved. If the enthusiasm ['ve

received so far is any indication, | think we will be more than okay.

I'm excited to be elected your President, and welcome all suggestions. Feel free to
share your questions, photos, and knowledge of iris by contributing to the newsletter.
If there is one thing I've learned the past few years, it is that iris people have many
different ideas as to what works and what doesn’t, for them. This is exactly what we
need to know. In reading the recorded history of iris, | found that there is not much
information from Northern Arizona. We are breaking new ground here, and have the
perfect place in which to do so - the Verde Valley. We truly have a unigque
environment, and have not even begun testing the ground (so to speak) as to what
we might be able to achieve here.

S0 happy growing to all - in both iris and the spirit thereof.

Ay Zeers
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Presentation

A presentation on growing iris from seed by given by the President. The presentation was informative
with demonstrations, photographs and many suggestions for ways to prepare the seeds. After the
presentation, the President gave seeds to anyone who wished to grow iris from seed.

The President also brought in examples of dirt/sand from both Bedrock and Gary's Landscaping, where
she buys that kind of material. It was passed around and discussed. Various members shared what they
add to improve quality of their soil.

The next meeting of VAIS will be held on Wednesday, January 30, 2008 .

(venue yet to be determined)

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
Notes by Diana Smith
Respectfully Edited &
Submitted by Meryln Brown

Minutes of 1st VAIS Meeting — Sept. 19, 2007

Meeting held at Cottonwood Overview of what AIS and VAIS
Library and opened by Is and purpose of group.
organizer, Linda Smith. Introduction of events that could
Brief introductions by all, and be expected. Information
handout booklets given. All concerning entering iris in
present introduced themselves. Cottonwood Fair included.

Slide Show of various PAIS Discussion of what Fan, Fancier
members irises shown and talk or Fanatic about iris means and
by Barry Golden concerning each person told a little of their
how iris groups get started. history growing iris and why.



An overview of Iris parts and types. And words about
Rebloomers from Linda Rossman from PAIS. Iris books
discussed that are available through library system.
Demonstration of way iris can be displayed for iris
shows and method to get iris to show safely.

Brief discussion on dues, by-laws, and election of
officers. It was motioned by Diane Smith that we have a
meeting in Oct. to elect officers and 2nd by Erni
Escalante, and carried by group. Also, vote on whether
to keep meeting at same time but change venues if
possible. Merlyn Brown suggested we meet at
Cottonwood Police Station on 6th St. if possible. Copies
of generic by-laws and PAIS newsletters were made
available. Unanimous to keep meeting at 5:30 PM on
Wednesday. Date of Oct. 24, 2007 agreed on for next
meeting.

Meeting adjourn. Submitted by Linda Smith



! )
n # n n & . "
$ n
n &
&
( # 1] %
! 0 ' V)
4o ( % %

In other words, it can be daunting if you reallyg et too serious about that old iris out in your
yard that everyone loves. But take it slow, juste  njoy your iris whether you have a name at
the moment or not. It's ok if it's a Zunk (NOID =u  nknown). You have something growing in
the desert that loves our way of life and helps us by giving us beauty. So have fun!!!!
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